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At this point I will leave this problem for the time
being, as we shall have occasion to discuss it in fuller
detail in the further course of our inquiry. Let us proceed
instead to a closer examination of the Apollonian and
Dionysian conceptions with regard to their psychological
attributes. First we will consider the Dionysian. The
presentation of Nietzsche at once reveals it as an unfolding,
a streaming upward and outward, a " diastole ", as Goethe
called it; it is a motion embracing the world, as Schiller
also presents it in his ode An die Freude:
" Seid umschlungen, Millionen.
Diesen Kuss der ganzen Welt." l
and further:
" Freude trinken alle Wesen
An den Briisten der Natur ;
Alle Guten, alle Bosen
Folgen ihrer Rosenspur.
Kiisse gab sie uns und Reben,
Einen Freund gepriift ini Tod ;
Wollust war.dem Wurm gegeben
"Und der Cherub steht vor Gott." *
That is Dionysian expansion. It is a flood of mightiest
universal feeling, which bursts forth irresistibly, intoxi-
cating the senses like strong wine. It is a drunkenness in
the highest sense.
In this state the psychological element sensation, whether
it be sensation of sense or of affect, participates in the
highest degree. It is a question, therefore, of an extra-
version of those feelings which are inextricably bound up
i ("Be embraced, oh ye millions.
Be this kiss for all the world.")
* (" Joy doth every creature drink.
At Nature's flowing bosom ;
Neither good nor evil shrink,
To tread her path of blossom.
Kisses and the wine she gave,
A friend when Death commandeth.
Lust was for the worm to have,
'Fore God the Cherub standeth,")